Vet Trek
Bora Bora
Clinic
Spays/Neuters
664 Animals in
Four Weeks

T he island of Bom Bom wel-
womed 200 most unusaal visitors dur-
ing the manths of February ond
March of this vear, These puests were
a group of veterinarinns, technicions
and volumteers misociated with the
Esther Honey Foundation (EHF),
who came from Oregon, Alabamn
andd Sydney. Avstralia, o participate
in n Vet Trek Chnic that wos st up ul
Place Motoh nest 1o the boaot dock in
Vaitape village, Between February 18
and March 18 they suceceded in
spayingfneutering 664 animals,
which inclwded 508 dogs and 156
dls,

This progrom wis the result of joint
efforts of the EHF of Oregon,
presided by Cathy Sve Anunsen, ond
Fena Animaolia, a Polynesin animal
welfare organization thot is beadguor-
tered in Tahiti, Bors Bom's govern
ment also supporied this campaign, as
well pe the aidines. hotels, nestpu-
ranls, [ourism eommilles, serviee
providers and many of the local resi-
danis.

Eric Loeve, president of Fenun
Animulia, hed been working for sev
eral years 1o get samething done
about the problem of errant dogs in
Bora Bora, A sounding revealed that
the islond has 4000 pets and 10,040
ithabitants. These figures appeared o
the lembers of the Commune as a
threat 1o the security and health of the
]'Jlupl.ll;ll‘:iun, for the mﬂm‘iﬂy of the
destination and for tourism in gener-
al

The Bora Bora mairie (own hall)
and  other government  members
agreed that a volunteer sterilization
campaign wias needed for both adopt-
ed and homeless cots and dogs, as the
fee of at least 30,000 CFP charged by
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the vetx in French P'I.ﬂ:,"m.\i.ﬂ 1% [THWE
then the average ﬂll‘l‘llll_".' can afford tix
pay.

Fenua Animealiathen made an appeal
to the Esther Heney Foundation
to procesd with the sur genes.
Twenty volunteers paid their own
airfare 0 come 1o Bosa Bos fog
a manth., Air Tahiti Nui gave dis-
counis on their airfare, 11 botel man-
agers puarantced their lodging and
breakfast, the town hall provided
lunch and the volumeers were invited
aue for dinmer o vafdous restanrants
amd snacks around the islind, as well
as being hosted by individual familics
who appreciated the contribution
these foceigners were making 1o the
community.

These young vets, tzchnicians and
SUPRTT stafl of svolunteers were Fi“:"
gifts of black pearls and shell jowelry,
They visited one another's rooms aml
bungalows al the various hotels,
enjoving the chance w check out the
decor and amenitics of the 4= and 5-
star cstablishments that had offered
them sceommodations, They were all
invited o Blm‘n.l",.' :‘-‘lur}"x restmurant
o might, and to cat pizza ol Chez
Ben’s oa another occasion. Yvon of
Shark Boy Excursiens ook them all
om an cutrigger canee ride to feed the
sharks, and TOPdive ofMerecd x[uu;'lﬂ
rates For divers. Mase-André Zani of
I’ Appetisserie brought them 5 ani-
mals 1o neuter and mewarded them
willh a big cake. The mairie of Bom
Bora invited them 1o & Tahition feqs
prepased by the owners of Le Paradis
that was hald on their Moty Poahi,
The maitre d'hotel ot Born Bora
Lagoon Reson offered them all the
maitai’s they could drink if they
rounded up the stay cats who

prowled the hotel grounds, and the
Hotel Bora Bora offered them each o
hattle of champagne i they managed
w caich the unwanted felines who
inhabited this posh establishment., b
i leave their precious pet cal who is
the hetel’s mascol,

The Vet Trek elinic was sheltered by
big top tents provided by the mairie.
which were szt up on the quay in
Vaitnpe. The mairie also provided o
dozen employees and various materi-
als, incleding the use of vehicles o
transport the animals 1o the clinic,
Special cages were made by school
students in the Mahina district of
Tahiti and in Bora Bore. Whenzver o
pet owner mode an appainiment (o
have 21 cat or dog spaved or nevtened,
the maine delivered a cage o the
owner's  house, and (he driver
returned the foliowing moeming o
fetch the animal, who had not been
fed during the night or moming prior
Iy the scheduled operation,

The animals operoted were a0 least
five months old, and were required 1o
b clean, withow Meas and ticks, and
fusting. Al the clinic the vels exam-
ined the animal and ireated any health
problems there might be. Then, fol-
lowing a general anesthesia, the sier-
ilization operation was performed,
which lasted only a few minetes for a
male and o linke longer for & female.
An identification tattoo, proal of the
stenlization, was made in the ani-
mal’s enr and then it was returmed o
the owner after spending a few hours
of shservalion in the recovery room
of thie clinic.

Fenua Animalia absorbed the cost of
the medicines and bandages used dur-
ing these operations, which amounted
1 lmost fve million French Pacific
fruncs, For Enc Loeve, president of
the association, it was waorh i,
However, be said that they would
need to sterlize 75% of the animals
for the compaign o make a difference
in the over population in coming
Yeurs.

The local vet in Bora Bora, 'Wilfred
(Willyy Clarke, also worked to bring
about the sterilization campaign. He
sid that he had already proposed the
idea to the mayor. He added that after
the massive campaign of slerilization,
they should have the means 1o assure
a daily follow up in order 1o prevent
anether problem in two or three
years,

(Please mrm 1o page 16)



Vet Trek
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Toveven the most casual observer, il 1s
obviows that there ane oo many dogs in
Born Bora, Some of them have an
owner who mkes cane of then. hat
many of them are eranl beside the
ruieds, sick and SOMENMes oEpresIve.
They cause real probleis with their
noise-—harking and fighting whenever
there is a fermale in beat, Add 1o thds the
problem of secidems of 2-whesl veld-
cles thut happen primarily because of
dogs, Alopg with the humian suffer
s, these wumerods accidents ane un
cupense for the community, especially
for the CPS igovemment imsamnoe
coverge

Tourests and residents have also been
the prey of the jaws af the most fero
cionts of these animals and the idyllc
image of the Pear] of the Pacific in par-
ticular, bu also Polymexia in general,
suffers.

The expected life span for a dog in
these slands is am average of K10
vears, I nothing is done, o female dog
will give birth 1o about 120 linhe ones
during this period.

Byron Maas, one of the Amencan
vets, expressed the hope of all the vol-
unieers that the local veterinarians will
undersiand that they did nof come o
steal business away from them. Most
of the people who brought their sni-
mals to be operaced on had mever taken
their cot or dog for professional care,
he saad, and some of them did pot even
knenw there was a vet on the island, He
added that this type of campaign coa-
cerns ot only the animials, but it coq-

Centhy Sor ANUNSEN four mighn ) werrl o ved tred voliateer amdd 2 frefins

iributes 1 ihe well-being of the people.

Everyone who participated m this
first serilizntion clmic in Bora Hora
agrees that it was a grenl success, The

Ver Trek volunieers =aid that one of

ihe thangs they wanied 1o do here was
o educite. The people were ohle 1o

velunteers taeght them how o wouch
their cats and dogs and the importance
ol [:Ikillﬂ care of their pels.

Cathy Sue Anunsen said that the
Esther Hongy Foundation has been
asked 1o come back 1o Bora Bora to
complete their work, and then to poo-
vide similar services on additional

wistch the surgery and see what was
happening with their animals. The  islands.

HISTORY OF THE
ESTHER HONEY FOUNDATION

In 1993, 'l\.'-l'li_l-;L vacitiming i the Cook Isdands with her Fumily, Cathy Sue
Anunsen a0 enjoyed the company of er mowel’s resident canine, Honey, that
Anunsen eontacied Cook slamdber Tom Wicheman to moke o donation tohis new ani-
il welfiane groaip in Hooey s name, She leamed thai there was no veserinanian fos
the wouniry ‘s (housands of dogs amd cats amd e, in an elfort 10 contml the carine
population, unwaniel Lh.l‘l.:'. ware slwM,

Cothyy Sue petumned o the United Sttes ancd in 1995 she formesd The Esther Honey
Pasisakation, Ine., numied in honor of her grandmother, Exlwer, asd the inspiragional
Coek [sdand eomparion, Honey, The fomdngion, with the halp of i generois sip-
parters, senl a veteninaran, chinie menoger, veterigary assisant, ond the medica-
tiomns und sepplics needed 10 Rarotonga, to extablish the Cook [sland’s only domes-
tic animal elinke o this day that provides palliative, emengent and preventive care
b the mation of the Cook [slasds—the Esther Hosey Foundation Animal Clinic.

Yo can lsrn mone about their programs by geing to ther welsde al
wwwestherhoney org.
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RON HALLS

ISLAND FASHION
BLACK PEARLS

Quality at its best!

Located in the entrance 1o Cook's Bay on Moarm
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